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CESL Conducts State-Level Roundtable on Scaling Electric
Bicycles for Livelihoods and Sustainable Mobility in Kerala

A State-level roundtable led by the Energy Management
Centre Kerala discussed scaling up electric bicycles
under the STREE (Sustainable Transport for Rural
Entrepreneurs through E-bicycles) pilot to strengthen
livelihoods and promote sustainable mobility in
Kerala on 24 February 2026 at EMC confrence hall.
The pilot, implemented by Convergence Energy
Services Limited, a subsidiary of Energy Efficiency
Services Limited, in collaboration with the Ministry of
Rural Development and the Asian Development Bank,
deployed 600 electric bicycles across livelihood and
service sectors. The initiative demonstrated improved
mobility, reduced physical strain, enhanced market
access, and suitability for short-distance rural travel.

Representatives from key State agencies,
including Women's Development Corporation,
ANERT, Local Self  Government Department,

and KSEB Ltd, participated in the discussions.

The roundtable focused on financing models, inter
—-departmental convergence, and strategies for large
-scale implementation. Participants agreed that electric
bicycles can serve as a statewide green mobility platform
supporting women’s livelihoods, improving last-mile
connectivity, and advancing Kerald’s clean energy and
climate goadls.

Powering Change from the States: Leadership, Finance, and Institutional

Strength Drive the N

Dr. R. Harikumar, Director EMC  Kerala participated
as a panellist in the session on “Empowering Sub
-National Actors: Institutional Capacity, Financing, and
Leadership for Energy Efficiency,” hosted by Alliance
for an Energy Efficient Economy and co-curated with
CLASP, and underscored the pivotal role of state-level
institutions in accelerating Indid’s energy transition.
The discussion focused on strengthening governance,
financing, and institutional mechanisms to move
beyond fragmented pilots toward scalable, state-wide
energy efficiency programmes. Director EMC shared
insights on institutionalising energy efficiency through
structured oversight and professional expertise.
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Panellists highlighted the need for a clear long-term
vision, committed leadership, robust technical support,
and sustainable financing mechanisms, including a
proposed Central Energy Conservation Fund to provide
predictable resources for states. The importance of
building dedicated technical capacity within State
Designated Agencies was also emphasised, citing EMC
Kerald's autonomous model as an example of effective
governance. The session concluded that empowering
states through strong leadership, innovative financing,
and institutional strengthening is essential to achieving
scalable energy savings and advancing Indid’s climate
godls.
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